Tﬁe Ti?"é OLHC[ Tﬁe Tﬁl’Sl{e - first ye@fm’med’ 2009

(the Scottish Witch Trials of 1592)

Qfogmanay: Celebration in the Seaton ﬂ-[ouseﬁo(af, Tranent: the great hall is decked for celebration;

S arep[acedat tﬁe W(l[[ﬁ. Tﬁe assemﬁfed’

tﬁere are many Ca‘Yl({[éZS anzfgar(a

crowd com}orises members of t hold, neigﬁﬁouring (ddowners and their fami(ies, a[ong with servants,

the Bells” to bid farewe(( to the Old Year:

who are joining in the celeb

. The company sings “

1590.

One of the servants te een taEing too much (f an interest in one of

nd that he wants to know where the girf, Gillie

his serving gir(s. Seaton claim$lit is not what appea

Duncan, goes in the e

her work is ﬁ’nisﬁea[. gi(fie seems 'a_fsm_a__c_ause for stnfe between

a3

i

e occasion, Lilian Se%];m:’i"?:_ﬁhtting a brave face on. She leads the

Seaton and his w1fe
company in singing, d Roads” to y_yefcome in the New Year: 1 591.
In the earl:y fimﬂggﬂ_t t_ﬁe_@ix?tgw?nmg - (ong afrer all the guests have léﬁ, Seaton conﬁonts gtme

when she returns to the household. She turns on him, te(fing him that she knows she is Being watched: “The

‘J—(unger in Your Eves.” When Seaton presses her furtﬁer, she admits to ﬁm/ing been out to visit a fm’em{ in

®
a near@lf town whose sotigsasickly. Tl0ices Jagyve attradle AtLNtioje@mn to
, , , , 6 - QJ , »
investig s ofgtryi a usban@htrom . et y Bng ] ware”.

When rAngus, the servant, reports where gi[ﬁe has been, Seaton accuses her of witcﬁcmﬁ. She is beaten and

focked up.
At ﬂ-[ofyroocf Palace, The Earl qf Bothwell rides rougﬁsﬁoc{ over the ‘King’s servants and offem{s his

closest advisor. James 1 and Bothwell seem very close and the King tolerates Bothwell’s umfu[y behaviour.

James takes the aﬁ(airs (f state very sen’ous(y and is unwi[(ing to be distracted Ey Bothwell’s schemes. A

fetter is c[e[iveretffrom tﬁe deen, wﬁo wi(fretum soonfrom Dunferm[ine. ’Botﬁwe[[ma/ées cme[remarﬁs
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about Anne and teases James still furtﬁer. Bothwell claims that between them tﬁey could turn the world on
its head were it not for the duties tﬁey both have: “Some Otherwhere.”

Seaton is shown in to the King’s chambers where he informs the éing (f his c[enouncing qf Gillie and
the fact that, under-torture, she has named some of the others in her coven and revealed a y(ot against the
Eing’s ﬁfe. Meanwhile, in the town of Tranent it is market c[ay. The company, gossiying about the
accusations of witcﬁcmﬁ, sing “Have You Heard the News?”

Tﬁe (11;{661’1 ﬁas returnec[to '}[0(

es ties to send her away - she insists on

nd' ﬁOﬂ@Sf anc[dbes not seem to 6(1\/6

staying while Gillie is Erougﬁt

anytﬁing against the ﬁing P fy When she sees BothW@ll, however, it appears that the two know

eachother, a(tﬁougﬁ Bothwe been using ang illie expfains that, “He Promised me the

Stars.” James and Anne ge ur sing “Choices” questioning what has
61’0ugﬁt them to where tﬁey a
Bothwell is sent away, a ugﬁ he is to be watched c[osefy. James sends Seaton to fimf the others

named Ey Gillie.

(11"1’651'66[ Ey Seaton llTl({t €

At fEc[mEurgﬁ Castf the fom’ thcﬁes - from all walks of (i fe - are put on trial. All have confessecf

und’er torture. One qftﬁeir numﬁer - fr’lgnes Sam}oson - a}opears to ﬁcwe 6661’1 tﬁe ring(ead%r (11’16[1410(?@5 tﬁe

ering wiat he has done that has angereaf Satan at B should want him dead. She also
e }ofot to smé t né" 0[ rom ] @mne and
1m}9ﬁcates Bothwell in their cfea(mg he King asks ngﬁe to sing one o tﬁeu’ songs: “Cummer, Ye Go
Before.” James is unconvinced. Even when he hears of the Jreadfu( practices the accused have carried out
as tﬁey cast their s_peffs, the ’King remains c{ouﬁtﬁtf It is not until Agnes wﬁisyers to him sometﬁing he said
to his w1fe on his wecfofing m’gﬁt that he is convinced. The sentence for witcﬁcmfr is that the convicted
should be stmng[é({ and then burned. All are sentenced except for Bothwell, against whom, James

maintains there is insuﬁcicient evidence. He is to be banished from Scotland on }min of death. Kerr - the
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King’s most trusted servant - is told to bathe Gillie’s wounds and be kind to her. T ogetﬁer tﬁey sing
“Mistakes”.
Parliament Square is crowded on the z{ay of the executions. The company sing “Burn” as the witches

are put to death.

Cast

David Seaton -
Lilian Seaton - h
Meg Gallacher -
Meg Gallacher - h
Angus - a servant in Seaton household

t to the Seatons.~ a witch

Dr Fian - schoolmaster - a warlock
Anne - James’ Wlfe - Queen of Scotland

arpe Diem

Agnes Sampson - a witch

citizens of fcfinﬁurgﬁ and its environs
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musical numbers
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Overture - Promises

Ring the Bells Company
Jigs - Instrumental

A Thousand Roads Company
The Hunger in Your Eyes Solo

I'm Aware Duet
Some Otherwhere Duet
Have You Heard the News? Company
He Promised me the Stars Solo

Choices
Who Do You

Cummer,
Mistakes
Burn (fin

Solo line for: Lilian Seaton
Gillie Duncan

Gillie Duncan, Lilian
Seaton

James, Bothwell

Gillie Duncan
Gillie Duncan, James,
Bothwell, Anne

Gillie Duncan, Phemie
McAlzean, Agnes Sampson
John Kerr, Gillie Duncan
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