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Synopsis

The story opens in a busy inn on the Grassmarket in Edinburgh. The inn is packed with
customers, mainly ordinary folk but with a sprinkling of better off gentlemen. As the opening
number “Feel the Winter Cold” is sung, the innkeeper, Phineus Miller and his wife, as well as
the serving-girl, Ailsa Colquhoun, move among the customers serving food and drink.

Miller and some of his customers discuss ways to forget the bitter cold outside. One of

the women suggests the Beggar’s topic since it contains all the ingredients of

a good story: a highway trigue, and a narrow escape from death.

Ailsa sings one of the Hills and Far away”, joined by Lachlan
Ogilvie — a man she i

Miller anno a real story that has all the same
ingredients: “Deaco very fond of the Beggar’s Opera, having

been to see it perfor persuades Lachlan Ogilvie to ‘stand in’

for Brodie while they his story. Ast nfolds, more and more customers become

involved in the re- ent. Brodie is revealed as rich and respected, with a taste for
gambling. He e cream of society by day and the dregs by night.
We a o Jinty McNab - mistress of Brodie - and unknowing bankroller of
his gambling scovers his duplicity and ends their affair: “Like Someone Loves
It becomes evident that Lachlan (playacting as Brodie) has his own relationship
difficulties with Ailsa. There is something amiss between them.
Brodie, meanwhile, having lost access to Jinty McNab’s money, takes to a little

o
glary to finance his gambling. As a well-respg et-maker in the town he has

ted cabt
ess to many&;f ﬁlicate pys and getuhs @e mdll afflounts of
jewe€ls from man is clienits. Getting a taste for his le life, he séeks out

accomplices that can help him increase the size and scale of his operations: Smith, Brown and

Ainslie. Although they are initially unsure of the deal offered by Brodie, “Can We Trust Him?”
they are persuaded by greed and join him over the next few years in a series of increasingly
daring robberies.

We learn that Brodie has taken another mistress: Jean Watt, with whom Brodie has a
daughter, Seesil. Although Brodie only lives with Jean for part of the week, it is clear that they
love each other and that Seesil dotes on her father, being deeply disappointed when one of

their arranged nights is cancelled due to her father’s business dealings. It also becomes clear
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that Jean is aware that Brodie is seeing someone else. Her main concern is that Seesil is not
upset or harmed by this development.

Brodie’s gang are very happy with their successes, although it irks Ainslie that Brodie
always skims a bit off the top of their takings because he does all the organising. Although it is
true that they would none of them be half as successful without Brodie, Ainslie constantly
challenges their arrangement.

We move to a salon in a grand house. Wealthy socialite, Ewen Farquhar, is hosting a
soiree for the celebrated poet Robert Burns. All the guests are excited that it is such a “Grand

Affair” with a very distinguish

At the party Brodi the other wo in his life, as servant newly arrived from

the Highlands, Jean G Land of Strangers”j@ld Burns meets the woman who is to

become his Clarind anks and Braes”. Burfilexpresses his doubts about the sincerity of

some of his admirer

he thinks they find

e object of their scorn as their admiration;

oughman’s scinating and more interesting than his

poetry. “Grand Affai prise.”

Back in the inn ous, invisible robber who stalks the streets has
captured the int e town: “Who’s this remarkable man?” As we learn of the
increasing ri ends - of the gang, Lachlan.iswisitedby-Rhona Gunn - his
erstwhile lo chlan that what they had is over. She tells him that she knows it is
over and is br before he doees: “In Your Eyes”.

Brodie’s ‘arrangement’involving the two women in his life is debated by his gang.
Both women concerned have accepted things as they are, each satisfied with what they can

have: “Three Nights a Week”.

blin o thP.Excise Office itself: “Feeling

ie, meanwhile, is planning a huge johz
to unwilip

re Alive”. Thegaid is and things begi i
It bec aar hat tRe problems ac]a@i'a ¥s t|at she was

not prepared to share Lachlafl with another. With Rhona gone, they agree to give their

relationship a proper chance: “Promises”.

Knowing the game is up, Brodie has fled to London. He continues to mix with those
who form the underbelly of society, yearning for continued excitement, having become as
addicted to the thrill and danger as he is to cockfights and gambling dens: “Every Day is for
Living”. He plans to escape to America, via Holland, with a new identity.

Brodie falls ill, however, and while convalescing is spotted and arrested and brought

back to Scotland. In goal he ponders, “Where do [ Go From Here?” Visited by Jean Watt and
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his daughter, we learn that Brodie is confined in a very small cell because he almost
succeeded in escaping from the one in which he was initially incarcerated.

Brodie’s trial does not go well. He sends a letter to a former lover, now Duchess of
Buccleuch, asking for her assistance. She, however, cannot bring herself to help him: “There
Were Times”.

Brodie is sentenced to hang. The evidence from Ainslie and Smith - who both turned
King’s Evidence - is irrefutable and after due process the sentence is carried out. “Every Day

is for Living - reprise”.

Cast

Phineus Miller -
Isobel Miller - h
Ailsa Colquhou
Lachlan Ogilvie acon Brodie
Duncan Finlay / ert Burns -
Morna McPhersor@fJean Watt -
Andrew Mc enry Erskine -
Agnes / Brodie’s 1st mistress - _»__,__-_——;_ —
e thief) -

Donald / th (locksmith) -

Angus
DougalMcGregor /John Brown ¢

Rhona Gunn}A;gﬁgg M’lehose-
Seesil Watt - Brodie’s daughter -

quhar - society host/ John Geddes °
John Elliot - eldery doctor -
Elliot -pu younger) ] e ' I |

Duchess of Buccleuch -
Duke of Buccleuch -
Lord Adam Gordon - resident in the Canongate -

Viscount Valentia -

Citizens of Edinburgh
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Musical numbers

OCoOoONOOTU DA~ WNH

Overture

Feel The Winter Cold Company
Over The Hills and Far Away Duet
Deacon Brodie Company
Like Someone Loves You Duet

Can We Trust Him?
Father, Will You
A Grand Affair
Land of Stran
Ye Banks an
A Grand Affa
Entr'acte

Remarkable
In Your Eyes
Three Nights
Promises

y

ing — reprise Company

Ailsa, Lachlan*

Solo lines for: Phineus
Jinty, Brodie

Ainslie, Brown, Smith
Seesil

Jean Grant
Grace Eliot, Robert Burns

Rhona Gunn

Jean Grant, Jean Watt
Ailsa, Lachlan

Brodie

Brodie

= puehess of Buccleuch

n and Brodie are played by the same two actors.
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